HOW TO GET YOUR N.I.E NUMBER IN SPAIN
Applying for and obtaining your NIE number can be done in three
different ways. Which one you chose depends largely on why you need
your NIE number (and the urgency with which you need it). Note the
following:
1. You can apply for your NIE Number through the Spanish consulate in
the country that you are presently in. You can download the form directly
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs website (www.mir.es), take it with
you, completed, along with your photo ID and submit the application
there. Note that applying through this method does not cost anything at
all, yet you can expect your NIE number to take up to 18 or 19 weeks to
be delivered. (They will only deliver it to a Spanish address by the way).
2. Apply in person. You can complete the same application form and
present yourself at any local branch of the National Police of Spain.
(Note, this is different than the "Guardia Civil"). Depending on which
police station you go to, the time taken will vary. Also note, contrary to
previous posts, you do NOT need to bring photos. As well, the form must
be filled in before you go there, no one will assist you in completing it.
The best time to go is at about 6:00 in the morning to get in the queue.
You will likely need to stand there for at least 3 hours before being
issued with a ticket. Then waiting for another hour, you will finally be
allowed inside on your turn. That is to submit the application. Be sure
there are no errors on the form or you will be sent away. When you have
submitted the application, they will give the form back to you with a
stamp, and an additional piece of paper. They should then tell you when
you can go back to collect your NIE Number. In the meantime, you are
to take the piece of paper and go to the bank, there you will need to pay
a sundry fee (it varies from one police station to another, normally
around 10 EUR). They will provide you with a receipt for this, and you
must bring that back with you when you go to collect it. Then, you must
return to the police station on the date specified (I recommend going 3 or
4 days afterwards in order to be sure it will be there. And yes, you must
queue again. Normally the average turnaround time for your NIE number
is roughly 5 weeks.
3. You can apply through a law firm or a gestoria.

